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Carson, who was to find himself as the antagonist of
Redmond in matters which were to challenge the attention
of the world, was once in those early days his opponent in a
murder trial. Carson prosecuted, and Redmond was for the
defence. Two boys had gone into a poor old woman's shop
in a country district, who earned a scanty livelihood by
selling bits of tobacco : she was found dead soon afterwards,
and some tobacco and a few coppers were found to have
been stolen. Some tobacco and some coppers were subse-
quently found in a loft where the prisoners were proved to
have slept. Amongst the coppers was a halfpenny with a
hole in it, and a witness was called who proved that he had,
shortly before the old woman's death, bought from her
tuppence worth of tobacco, and that he had paid for it with
a halfpenny with a hole in it. Redmond defended the case
with great skill, according to his opponent. Carson had a
facility for writing light verse which has never deserted him,
and, when Redmond had finished his eloquent address for
the prisoners, he was handed the following verses in Carson's
hand, summarising the arguments on each side.
cc If a halfpenny is evidence, I think on the whole
I find in your case a terrible hole.
If tobacco is evidence, so Redmond spoke,
I think that your case must all end in smoke"
Despite Redmond's eloquence, the prisoners, both of
whom were very young, were convicted. One was hanged
and the other was reprieved.
It may seem slightly shocking to the lay mind for young
counsel to write flippant rhymes when they arc mutually
engaged on a trial for a man's life, but it must be remem-
bered that by the time of this case Carson had become
professionally hardened to the lawless state of Ireland, and
to crimes of violence and their penalties. In his very first
murder case, Carson had defended two soldiers on the
Leinster Circuit for murder ; they were convicted and
sentenced to death ; after the grim ritual of the black cap
and the sentence of death, the jury sent a note to the Judge*